
Hello Birch Lakers, this is your 
Vice Commodore, Angela Bergan. 
I am so excited to be writing my 

first article while Karen Curtis-Miller 
soaks up the sun during her travels to 
Lake Michigan. 
 Let’s begin with the obvious, last 
weekend was a soaker, and if you were 
smart enough to wait it out, it paid off 
on Sunday. When I woke up Sunday 
morning I saw the majestic awe of the 
lake at its finest. Sailboats were whip-
ping around on the lake due to a 
fast-moving wind, and the sun finally 
made an appearance. Sunday was a 
reminder of why we all love the lake, 
and it made the damp days of Friday 
and Saturday seem like a bad dream. 
 Have you seen all the new boats on 
Birch Lake? There are lots of new shiny 
boats on the lake, I wonder if they found 
a pot of gold under that rainbow that 

stretched out across the lake on June 5? 
Either way I hope they enter those boats 
in the Boat Parade. Yes, the Boat 
Parade is happening this year! I know 
you were scouring this article to get to 
the part where I talk about the Boat 
Parade. Many thanks to Sue and Bob 
Waddle for running the boat parade in 
the past years.  They have passed the 
duties on to Nick and me, and we hope 
we can do half the stellar job they did. 
Nick would like for you to refer to him 
as the Executive Chair of the Boat 
Parade ... just go with it people. 
 The Boat Parade will be in a new 
location this year, it will be at the same 
time just a new place. Registration will 
begin at 1:45 pm on Saturday July 7 in 
the center of the Cove, between Bruce 
Wagner’s pier and Jim and Linda 
Bergan’s pier. 
 Last year’s winner went all out.  As 
a reminder, the Faulk family was the 
splish-splash of the parade. They had 
bubbles (balloons), singing, a choreo-
graphed dance and ladies in towels. 
Make sure you are well prepared if you 

want to impress the judges.  
 Now we know the location, what 
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June 30 - House Walk, 10 am - 2 pm
July 1 - July 4 Regatta, round 1, 11 am
July 4 - July 4 Regatta, round 2, 11 am
July 7 - Boat Parade - 2 pm
July 7 - Fireworks, dark
July 8 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
July 20 - Ladies Golf
July 27 - Men’s Golf, Noon, Park Shore
Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
Aug 18 - Fall Dinner (tba)
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade

Basic Sailing Classes
July 1, 8, 15, 24, 4-5 pm, McGann’s

2018 BLYC Board Meetings
(all meetings start at 9 am) 

July 14, August 11, Sept – TBA 
More info as available.  Dates subject to 
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the 
items in the stone/mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned.  To 
contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call  574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

Thanks to Amy Lutz for the great MC sailboat race-start pic from the Committee Boat perspective.
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about the theme? Your commodore 
Karen did mention this before, but you 
might have forgotten. The theme is 
favorite Summer Hobby or Pastime, or 
you can pick a good Summer read 
(book). We are also accepting any great 
ideas you can come up with that you 
think will knock the judge’s socks off. In 
all seriousness, we will take any type of 
entry, so get to decorating those boats.  
We want people to participate! Pick a 
hobby you love, a book you love or just 
something you love, and share it with 
the lake for the boat parade. 
 We will also have a very important 
person as the Grand Marshall for the 
boat parade this year. I’ll give you a 
hint; this person has never been commo-
dore, and has told me they never will be. 
This person also knows the deepest part 
of the lake, which they said is at 97 feet 
right now! This person has been a resi-
dent of Birch Lake for over 25 years.
    Next order of business is the house 
walk. The house walk is on June 30 
from 10 am to 2 pm. If you haven’t got-
ten your tickets, there is still time. Many 
lovely ladies are selling tickets; please 
contact; Denny Weesner, Sue Williams, 
Vickie Rogers, Julie Sheffieck, Carla 
Chester and Linda Yoshizawa.  The tick-
ets are $15 in advance.  You can get 
them at the Wozniak Red Barn 63106 
Birch Rd the day of the walk, but the 
price will be a bit more at $20. If you 
have never been, come out meet some of 

your neighbors and get to see the lake 
from their viewpoint. The house walk is 
a great way to meet new people, and get 
a chance to see inside of these beautiful 

homes on the lake. Just as a reminder, 
the houses you will get to see include 
Seyfarth, Petty, Karceski, Cassidy, 
Koscielski, and my new neighbors the 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STunning
     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Some time ago the North Shore had a communal chicken.  No, not a chicken 
dinner (though the bird prompted a lot of discussion), but a real, live free-range 
Rhode Island Red.  She was a fixture for a summer, and lots of fun.  This year?  We 
have Bambi.  Does are dropping fawns right and left and, once born, they “park” 
the baby somewhere they deem safe while Mom goes off to forage.  Though the 
bleat is somewhat disconcerting, I deem the fawn to be in good health (very clean 
fur/ears).  If you see Bambi, best practice is to look but not touch/let nature take 
it’s course. submitted by Bob King



Stitz’s! The money from the house walk 
will be allocated for children to have a 
scholarship so they can attend Camp 
Tannadoonah. By the way, if you don’t 
know about Camp Tannadoonah, you 
should go to the Pancake Breakfast on 
July 8 and look around. The camp has 
been operating at its current location 
since 1929, which means the camp is 
just a decade shy of being 100! 
    Finally, let’s talk fireworks! The fire-
works are schedule for July 7 when the 
sun decides to set. If you enjoy fireworks 
or have family members who come up 
once a year to see you over July 4 week-
end and stay for fireworks, don’t forget 
to donate. Encourage your family mem-
bers to donate, too. They got a free show, 
didn’t they? Consider having them join 
the BLYC as an associate member.  At 
the end of the day, if you love the lake 
be sure to express your joy and encour-
age others to support the BLYC. Anyone 
can donate to a specific fund, buy a shirt 
or even those cute cups Commodore 
Karen is selling.   Enjoy the week. I 
hope to see you at the house walk! 
 ~Vice Commodore Angie
 
Beware of holiday thieves!
 Almost every year over the 
Independence Day holiday (weekend), 
someone at Birch Lake suffers a theft 
from their car, home, yard or boat.  You 
are advised to be vigilant!  Lock your 
car, don’t leave personal items lying out 

in plain sight, and report suspicious 
activity to the Cass County 
Sheriff’s Department by calling 
the non-emergency number, 445-
2481 or by dialing 911 for a crime 
in progress or any emergency. 

Birch Lake Book Club
 Did you know that Birch Lake has a 
Book Club?  The Birch Lake Book Club 
has been in existence for many years, 
and we welcome new members. The club 
meets monthly and provides an enjoy-
able and meaningful addition to our lake 
activities.
 Those of us in the club have found 
that reading stretches our horizons with 
in-depth discussions of different view-
points and an expanded appreciation of 
the world around us. Our personal read-
ing has broadened by trying different 
genres of books that we might not other-
wise have chosen. It is also a great social 
forum to meet and get to know your 
neighbors. 
 So, come join us!  Email Linda 
Yoshizawa at lindal1008@comcast.net 
for more information.

~Submitted by Claudia Phipps

Holiday plans at the Kings’
 With the Independence Day holiday 
falling mid-week we Kings are celebrat-
ing on the bookend weekends.  Perennial 
4th of July guests Ric and Lisa Dwenger 
(Muncie) and Chuck and Karen Horn 

(Carmel) will visit this weekend.  Please 
feel free to stop by and say hi. And ... 
watch for a wheelchair at the boat-
house! 

AED operation clarification
 We are working on getting a train-
ing session set up to teach basic CPR 
and  to show people how to use the new 
AEDs that have been installed around 
the lake.
 In the meantime we would like to 
clear up a misconception that has come 
to our attention.  If you are dealing with 
someone who may have had a heart 
attack, it is not necessary to take that 
person to the AED.  
 The first thing to do in such a situa-
tion, even before you go to get an AED to 
bring to the person in distress is to call 
911 and get emergency help on the way.  
 Then go to any of the AEDs on the 
lake (see the map of AED locations new 
are back of any Birch Barker) ... the 
units are very easy to get to.  Simply 
open the box it is stored in, remove the 
AED (an alarm will sound ... let it go!), 
and take the AED to the person in need 
of assistance.  Once you are back beside 
the person in need of assistance, open 
the AED -- a voice will immediately 
begin guiding you through the procedure 
to use in an emergency.
 Remember, always call 911 first and 
give them the location of the person who 
needs help!

Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

This year Frankie’s has 
DONe IT AgAIN...

by showing even more of our traditions.  More items 
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service.  We added new menu items, offering 
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing 
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the national Food Hol-
iday’s we are celebrating.  it’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our 
guests something to try in a fun way.

YOu’Re gONNA LOve IT!
Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday.  Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks



new Barker feature?

 Dan Waxman (East side) suggested 
it might be fun to run some pictures from 
lakers of their favorite signs ... and sent 
in a few to get us started.
 If you’ve got some neat decor items 
you’d like to see featured in the Barker, 
send ‘em on to sailorphil@philvitale.com.

— Birch Lake Notes —

Thanks to our Birch Lake artist in residence, Duffy Dufor for the lake art!



Birch Lake Notes

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MANFRiDAY, JuLY 27  2018 - $75/MAn

BLYC 58th AnnuAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration

2018 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information
Must have completed registrations by July 16

PARK SHORE gOLF CLuB
610 Park Shore Dr., Cassopolis

Shotgun start at noon 
Dinner to follow at BLYC

Cocktail hour at 6 pm; Dinner at 7 pm; Winners announced and prizes awarded

Please submit your foursome and registration to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club.

Individual registrations accepted.  If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

___________________________________________ ________________________________________

____________________________________________ _________________________________________

2017 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information2018 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information

need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if i can help! 

Lake references available.

general Handyman ServicesBiRCH LAKE 
Totes Available
Bad Patty Luecht has Birch 
Lake totes available at 3 for 
$10 or $4 each. Totes are great 
for gifts, groceries or anyone 
that LOVES Birch Lake!

To get your totes, 
contact Bad Patty 

(east side) at 

476-2615



Birch Lake House Walk
  Enjoy touring 6 homes via pontoon 

All proceeds to go to Camp Tannadoonah 
for underprivileged kids scholarships for camp

Everyone MuST check-in at  the Wozniak barn
Tickets can be purchased at the barn for $20

*****  Last tour leaves the Seyfarth’s  pier at 12:30 pm*****

There’s limited parking at the barn, so please carpool if possible 

Petty house Karceski house

Koscielski house Seyfarth house

Above: Cassidy house

Left: Stitz house



Birch Lake Notes

Ladies’  FUN!!!!  Golf Outing
JULy 20  

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 am Tee Off  -  $35 per golfer
Fee includes cart and lunch

Make checks payable to BLYC

Deadline for Registration is July 8

Lunch at BLyC following the Outing
Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member. 

If you want to golf, but do not have a team, please contact Patty Luecht 476-2615 
and I will do my best to help you get a team together. 

Team Members
1.  _______________________________               3.________________________________

2.  ________________________________               4._______________________________

*Sponsors are greatly appreciated!!

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Fleet Captain’s Jibe #8

by J. Patrick Mcgann

What a wonderful day for sail-
boat racing it was last Sunday.  
Some impressive surprise fin-

ishes by some of the newer sailors and 
those who do not normally finish near 
the top.  Congratulations to them all.  
We finished the three races in less than 
two hours.  Only one little mishap when 
one of the Sunfishes flipped, but was 
able to right himself without any help 
and went on to finish the race, good job. 
 Our new policy to encourage partici-
pation in the big holiday regattas of dou-
bling points has created a real contro-
versy so, I have decided to suspend that 

policy for the Forth of July Regatta only, 
which will be this Sunday (three races) 
and this Wednesday (two races and 
make ups), until we have more discus-
sion on the subject. Our scoring system 
has also raised some questions of how 
and why we use the system we do. 
 The first day of sailing classes went 
petty well but we could hope for more 
students the next three Sundays at 4-5 
pm at our east side A-Frame.  Let’s keep 
sailing going strong on Birch Lake for 
generations to come by seeing that our 
children get exposed to this great 
Olympic sport.  Popsicles will be served.  
Please RSVP to Pat@McGannHay.com 
or text/call 574-532-5377, but if you just 

want to show up, that’s okay too.          
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes

~JPM

2018

2018 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Race# ......................................................................9 .....................10 ............... 11 ..............................Total ................. Point .......... Average
Date ....................................................................24-Jun ............24-Jun .......24-Jun ........................ Points ..............Average ........w/bonus

MC Scow
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................................... 2 ...................... 2 .................1 ..............................14005 ..................1556 ..................1734
Barb Cassady #2506 .............................................. 1 ...................... 1 .................4 ..............................13932 ..................1548 ..................1717
Phil Vitale  #500 ....................................................... 3 ...................... 4 .................3 ...............................8589 ...................1432 ..................1672
Bill Luecht  #1579 .................................................... 4 ...................... 3 .................2 ..............................10035 ..................1434 ..................1629

Sunfish
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ................................. 3 ...................... 2 .................6 ..............................16445 ..................1495 ..................1758
Peter Soldato ...........................................................1 ...................... 3 .................1 ..............................16595 ..................1509 ..................1779
Pat McGann .............................................................4 ...................... 5 .................8 ..............................15393 ..................1399 ..................1683
Stewart Spratt ..........................................................2 ...................... 4 .................5 ..............................12128 ..................1348 ..................1348
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ................................... 6 ...................... 1 .................4 ...............................8380 ...................1397 ..................1397
Herb Cleveland ........................................................ 5 ...................... 6 .................7 ..............................14422 ..................1311 ..................1574
Camille Butler .......................................................... 9 ...................... 8 .................9 ...............................3137 ...................1046 ..................1046
Bob Niezgodski ....................................................... 7 ...................... 9 .................2 ...............................9832 ...................1229 ..................1553
Jeff Walls ..................................................................8 ...................... 7 .................3 ..............................13215 ..................1201 ..................1424

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place 
worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; 
DNF (Did Not Finish), scored as last place; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward 
season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number 
of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZiMMY’S TAVERn
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 



— Water Quality Report —
Was that absolutely the best Spa-

ghetti Dinner ever, or what?
     Upon sampling the food I 

knew it was great, the service and staff 
dedicated  and highly efficient, and the 
spirit and atmosphere (as always) were 
wonderful.  
 Frankly, over the years I’ve been 
spoiled and this year expected nothing 
less.  However, when I found out that 
all of the proceeds went to the Water 
Quality Fund and that the total con-
tribution amount was some $1900, my 
appreciation of all things to do with this 
year’s Spaghetti Dinner grew expo-
nentially. I can’t realistically imagine 
a better outcome from this wonderful 
event.  For perspective, please consider 
that the $1900 donation ought to cover 
somewhere around one third of Water 
Quality typical current annual general 
expenditures (of say $5000 - $6000).
 Fortunately, ever since Eurasian 
Milfoil was discovered in our lake some 
ten years ago, combined voluntary 
donations to the Water Quality Program 
and Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication funds 
have generally met or exceeded our 
annual expenses.  Particularly with this 
new $1900 infusion we now have a slight 
“reserve.”
 Was/is there still cause for any con-
cern?  Unfortunately, yes: 
 1. Our income is solely dependent on 
voluntary donations. (Unlike virtually 

every other lake in this State that treats 
for invasives, Birch has not relinquished 
treatment control to the local govern-
ment, which then establishes a special 
assessment district, unilaterally taxing 
all the affected property owners each 
year to pay for the treatment.)
 2. Our expenses do keep rising, if 
only due to inflation.
 3. Beyond that, the unpredictable 
nature of our challenges means we are 
always exposed to the possibility of huge 
cost increases with little, if any, notice. 
For example: 
 a. Chemicals currently used may 
become ineffective or prohibited.
 b. Potential cutbacks in State fund-
ing could substantially raise the  cost 
of both permits and participation in the 
CLMP (Cooperative Lakes Management 
Program that monitors, collects, records 
and compares all of our lake test data).
 c. Most concerning, in our state 
alone, there are already over 1,000 
known aquatic invasive species. Some of 
them are very difficult and expensive to 
get under control, grow quickly and are 
already way too close to our lake for com-
fort. The question is not so much “if” but 
“when” will we be affected. When that 
reality hits us, we need to be able to re-
spond at once. Our costs for professional 
assessment and treatment could literally 
double, triple or more, overnight. We 
need to be prepared (and therefore make 

and eat more spaghetti).
 So, wasn’t this year’s Spaghetti 
Dinner a delightful event from every 
perspective? Our heartfelt thanks to all 
who participated in any fashion, even if 
only to buy tickets.
 Also to help us further build our 
reserves please consider making a, or 
increasing your, donation to the Water 
Quality Program and/or Milfoil/Loose-
strife Eradication funds each year – even 
if you choose not to belong to or partici-
pate in the Yacht Club or Homeowner’s 
Association.  Thank you.  Not only to the 
Spaghetti Dinner folks for the great meal 
and wonderful donation, but to all for 
your past and future financial support.

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * STORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

Eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

South side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10 am - 7 p m
Friday - Sunday

HAS MOVED!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SuSiE TuCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

golden Birthday girl

Phyllis Catherine Rasmussen celebrated 
her 25th birthday on June 25, 2018 – 

when your age matches your birth date 
it is known as your “golden birthday! 

Phyllis is a graduate of Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo, MI and works 

and lives in Grand Rapids, MI.  
Congratulations on your 25th birthday!”

~Linda and Buzz Rasmussen



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Barker Kids of the Week —

The Van Huffel - Talos clan (south side) 
enjoyed Birch Lake on a hot Father’s Day 
weekend.

Here is Bad Patty Luecht (east side) and the 2 Michelles! No, they are not a singing group, but good friends from Danville, IN. 
The Michelles enjoyed staying at the Flamingo Room for a couple of days for some R&R! So fun!



14886 Lake Shore Dr
$395,000

2 bed, 1 bath
48 feet of frontage
Turn Key, Sleeps 12 

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

15100 Lake Shore Dr
$340,000

89 feet of frontage
Enjoy this charming 2 bed 1 
bath cottage or tear down 

and build your own.

OuT OF inVEnTORY!

LiSTingS nEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLing

nOW iS A 
gREAT TiME 

TO LiST 
YOuR 
HOME!

CALL
PAuL DELAnO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com

Sale Pending 
63276 Birch Road

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Bake Talos (grandson of the Van Huffels, south side) 
enjoyed Father’s Day weekend at Birch Lake with his 
girlfriend Alaina Guidry. Blake is the head “strength 
and conditioning coach” at Louisiana Tech, and 
finally made it back to Birch Lake (his favorite place) 
after 2 Years!

Terry Curtis (east side) Always a classic!  
Terry Curtis (East side) on recent vacation 
with his favorite daughter and son-in-law.



Want to sell your house?

i HAVE 
BuYERS!

Maybe we should talk ...

Vickie Hall
CELL - 574-849-9957

OFFiCE - 269-641-7928
WillowTreeRealty.com willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

— Barker Critters of the Week —

Above: Beautiful Red Ear Slider.  Caught and released by 
Ryan Quinlan  (south side) Saturday June 16.

At right: Seminole is nearing her 16th Birthday.  Seminole is 
the companion of Vice Commodore Angela and Nick Bergan 

(east side).  Happy birthday, Seminole!

So far this year I’ve printed EVERY photo that’s been 
sent in as a Barker kid-of-the-week ... but we are always 
accepting more!  Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the 
Week?  Want your lawnmower to be Lawnmower of the 

Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want 
them back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, 
MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them in the 

stone mailbox at my home (east side), or (even easier) 
email them to me at   

SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

KiD-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS



Aries (March 21-April 19) - You might 
be confused about your goals. Lately you have been 
eager to formulate goals and plan how you can work 
with others and coordinate group efforts. You will 
start second-guessing your plans for the future. You 
will feel resentful about group pressures. An excel-
lent way to lessen this tension is through physical 
activity with friends and groups. This anxiety won’t 
happen again for years. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - This is an 
unusual year for you. The insane intensity of Mars 
from March to November is happening at the top of 
your chart. This makes you blow hot and cold. First, 
you are super ambitious and ready to conquer the 
world! Then suddenly, poof! Starting this week, you 
will start to second-guess clearly-laid plans, especial-
ly about your career and your future direction in life. 
You might resent authority figures. Be honest with 
yourself and others to minimize the aggressive con-
fusion you feel. 

gemini (May 21-June 20) - You’re 
keen to expand your mind and learn new philoso-
phies, religions and esoteric studies to expand your 
world. And you want to travel! You might be so gung 
ho about something, you want others to agree with 
you. Yet, in the next two months, you might wonder 
if you’ve been brainwashed. Are these ideas yours? 
First you were gung ho and now you’re not even 
sure what you believe. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - This is a 
complicated year because you’re annoyed with oth-
ers. Of course, you do your best to be patient, but 
they’re annoying! Your wisest option is to suck it up. 
Don’t make a big deal about things because this will 
go away, and not return for years. (At least not like 
this year.) You want to be happy. You want to be joy-
ful and you want warm, rewarding relationships. 
Therefore, be patient with partners and close friends. 
Be patient with disputes about shared property and 
inheritances. Whatchayagonndo?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Here’s the skin-
ny: Once every two years, Mars is opposite your 
sign for six weeks, making you annoyed with part-
ners and friends. However, this year, you want to be 
happy and you want joyful relationships, especially 
with those who are closest to you - your only 
recourse is to be patient, understanding and tolerant. 
This is for your own happiness as well as their hap-
piness. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This year 
you feel like Jekyll and Hyde. You want to work hard 
and then suddenly, you want to play, party and relax! 
Then suddenly, you don’t care! You want to take a 
course to improve your skills then suddenly you 
want to change careers. Likewise, you’re hot to trot 
for a vacation or a romantic connection - and then, 
the gears reverse and you’re not interested or it all 
falls apart. Hey, there’s nothing wrong with you. 
Relax. Your own positive frame of mind will keep you 
believing in yourself.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - The tricky 
thing this year as Mars flips back and forth between 
Capricorn and Aquarius is this: when Mars is in 
Capricorn, it’s at odds with your sign. It creates 
stress at home and tension with family members, 
especially parents. But when it shifts to Aquarius this 
summer, you will play and enjoy vacations but 
admittedly, you will be indecisive. You might feel 
guilty about playing. It will also play havoc with your 
love life. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) - Things are 
tough but it makes you energetic. You will be asser-
tive and able to accomplish a lot of work. You will 
question your job and everything you do. Because of 
this high energy, you might fight with someone, 
especially a family member. Obviously, you want to 
have a great summer. You want to get along. Make 
a decision to do this and tough it out when you hit 
the rough patches. You’ve got willpower and disci-
pline.

Sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You 
want to work hard to earn money. You will also want 
to spend money! However, most of the time, Mars 
will give you lots of mental energy and make your 
communications with others forthright and direct. 
Nevertheless, you find yourself backtracking and 
changing your mind. You want to undo promises and 
plans. You might renege on a short trip that sounded 
like a good idea but now - not so much. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - This 
year you’re coming on like gangbusters! Don’t be 
too bossy or too aggressive. However, this week it 
creates confusion. Financial decisions and how you 
earn your money that were once clear, are suddenly 
not so clear. You might question what you’re doing. 
You might question how you spend your money. You 
might doubt major expenses. Doubt is anti-produc-
tive. None of us really knows what we’re doing or 
why. Most people are at work on Wednesday simply 
because they were there on Tuesday. Relax.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - This is a 
fiery Mars is in your sign. It boosts your energy and 
confidence! But when Mars goes retrograde (this 
week) you start to re-assess what you thought you 
wanted. Instead of being direct, you’re passive 
aggressive. You might feel hesitant and start sec-
ond-guessing yourself. You might internalize your 
anger or sit on your impulses. This is nothing you 
can’t handle because this year, you’re a star! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - You are 
sensitive. This year you have strength dealing with 
friends, especially groups. Everyone loves you! 
You’re running the show! Then suddenly, you feel 
lonely. You will literally not know what you want and 
not know what you should be doing. Of course, your 
routine will demand that you go through the motions. 
But you will question a lot. Don’t worry. It’s just 
what’s happening this summer and this won’t hap-
pen again for years. Life’s funny - until it’s not. (Don’t 
squat with your spurs on.)

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.915 

3.1 days after full moon

Sunrise: 06:08:53 am
Sunset: 21:22:51 pm

Moonrise: 08:18:40 am
Moonset: 23:09:43 pm
Daylight:  15 Hr 13 Min 57 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
The word RACECAR is hidden in the grid below. Can you find it? Answer on next page.



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

— Weekly Puzzle Solution —



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

“This hearty casserole has bacon, eggs, hash 
browns, and three different cheeses all baked 
into a comforting breakfast dish, perfect for 
feeding a crowd.” 
 Original recipe yields 12 servings (1 9x13-
inch casserole)

Ingredients:
• 1 pound sliced bacon, diced 
• 1 sweet onion, chopped 
• 4 cups frozen shredded hash brown pota-
toes, thawed 
• 9 eggs, lightly beaten 
• 2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese 
• 1 1/2 cups small curd cottage cheese 
• 1 1/4 cups shredded Swiss cheese 
• Add all ingredients to list
Directions :
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees 
C). Grease a 9x13-inch baking dish. 

2. Heat a large skillet over medium-high heat; 
cook and stir bacon and onion until bacon is 
evenly browned, about 10 minutes. Drain. 
Transfer bacon and onion to a large bowl.
Stir in potatoes, eggs, Cheddar cheese, cottage 
cheese, and Swiss cheese. Pour mixture into 
prepared baking dish. 
3. Bake in preheated oven until eggs are set 
and cheese is melted, 45 to 50 minutes. Let 
stand 10 minutes before cutting and serving. 

Cheesy Amish breakfast casserole



it’s Outer Space week at camp this 
week! Our campers have been doing 
outer space-themed crafts and activi-

ties all week. It’s also Super Week, which 
means that some of the kids who are 
here this week are here for 10 days, rath-
er than just 7. And Saturday starts our 
Mini Camp, which is a three-day camp 
for kids who aren’t sure they want to do 
a full week of camp. We have 123 kids 
here for Session 2 right now, and about 
40 of them are staying through the 10-
day Super Week. Another 25 will arrive 
on Saturday morning for Mini Camp.
 We’ve had some fun specialty pro-
grams going on this week, including a 
Sew Your Own Teddy Bear class (using 
camp t-shirts), an advanced nature 
activity, volleyball, flag football, guitar 
and ukulele lessons, and a “magician in 
training” class. Last week, Mr. Phil (Phil 
Vitale) volunteered to lead a Creative 
Communications class. He had one very 
enthusiastic camper sign up, and they 
spent the week taking photos, writing, 
and creating a fun PowerPoint presenta-
tion to show the other campers. 
 Last week was quite wet here at 
camp, so we’ve been very relieved to 
see the sun this week! Our schedules at 
camp work much better when it’s not 

pouring rain! But even in the rain, we 
improvise and come up with lots of fun 
things for the kids to do during the day. 
Our camp garden was so underwater at 
one point that our staff was considering 
grabbing buckets and bailing it out! 
 We are up to 923 registered campers 
for the summer, which is 67 short of our 
goal for the year. We still have openings 
for most of the remaining sessions, so 
if you have campers who are thinking 
about signing up for camp, go to register.
tannadoonah.org to get them on our list! 
It’s amazing to think that we’re over 900 
kids and I’m still trying to recruit more. 
In 2006, when I first became Camp Di-
rector, we had just 351 kids for the entire 
summer! 
 Every year we try to think of ways 
we can improve our programs and facili-
ties. One of the things we’ve been chang-
ing up this year is how we do our end 
of the week closing ceremonies. In the 
past, we sang songs, handed out awards, 
sang some more songs, handed out some 
more awards, and repeat. That meant 
that the Council Fire ceremony involved 
a lot of sitting and listening for the kids. 
This year we’ve decided to make it more 
interactive and fun for the kids. So each 
cabin has been asked to perform a song, 

skit, or dance at Council Fire, and we’ve 
cut down on the amount of talking and 
presenting that we do. 
 We also changed the awards that 
the kids receive at the end of each week. 
Instead of printing awards and partici-
pation cards on cardstock and handing 
them out for each activity that the kids 
participated in, we created little wooden 
tags with symbols for each award on 
them. We found a crafter online who 
was able to laser etch each cedar tag 
with the symbols, and we create a string 
of tags for each camper showing the 
activities they did for that session. It’s a 
fun new way to honor their accomplish-
ments at camp.
 We hope to see everyone at the Pan-
cake Breakfast on Sunday, July 8, from 
8:30-11 am! Our board and volunteers 
are excited to see everyone from the lake 
community who comes out to join us 
for a morning of pancakes and sausage. 
This event is a fundraiser for camp – all 
proceeds from the breakfast go towards 
programs and projects to help make 
camp better for all of our participants! 
Please come out and support Camp Tan-
nadoonah and enjoy a yummy breakfast 
with us!

~Miss Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Live from outer space!



FOR SALE
Two Birch Lake, South Side 
properties. Incredible Views. 14948 & 
14991 Birch Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft of Lake 
frontage, 2 bedrooms, 2 bath plus office. 14991 3 
bedrooms, 2 bath plus a 1600 sq ft heated 
garage. Too many amenities to list. Contact Dick 
Bender for info at 574-596-8724.

Classic 1973 Century Resorter 
19’ Boat. New Upholstery, Paint, Reinforced 
Boat Cover, and Carpet, 225HP, V8. $5,000. 
Power Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase for $1,000. Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 476-
2383.

1999 Sweetwater pontoon. 18 ‘ 50 
HP Evinrude 4 stroke. Bought 2 years ago from a 
friend ( original owner ) who had it in storage for 
12 years . Went through fuel system & new plugs 
she runs greet with very low hrs. Boat is in new 
condition, new Bimini top & snap-on cover last 
year. Comes with electric anchor, 12 life jackets, 5 
new swim noodles, 2 foam floats, swim ladder, 
and 10 cassettes . Yes that’s right, it has a cas-
sette player, LOL . Can be seen on Dick Bender’s 
pier.  $8,500.  Contact Ron Betzer if interested. 
574-612-4444  Available after July 10 .

Very nice red MC sailboat for sale on the 
south side. Sail# 519. Comes with trailer and 
shore station. Sail is 2 years old.  Boat stored in 
garage during the winter. $3,000  Please contact 
David at 574-360-0973 for more details.

We are entertaining offers on a low-mileage four-
seat (two pedal two coast) Sea Ryder 
pedal boat.  Test rides available ... assuming 
you pedal.  Stop by the King cottage middle of the 
North shore.

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem 
compatible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with walk 
out. Best offer available. Contact Angela 561-603-
5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two match-
ing 15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 inches long.  
Table pads to fit complete table.  Two upholstered 
captain chairs and four upholstered regular chairs. 
Call 574-215-5902 or 574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield desk 
with chair. Solid maple. $100 OBO.  Call 
574-215-5902 to see.

Hewitt 
Aluminum boat 
lift.  I do not know 
the weight capacity but 
was used for a 18’ deck 
boat.  Does not have a 
canopy.  At the Drinkall 
cottage.  Call  574-229-
3455  $900.

FOR REnT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out 
renting the most inexpensive but cutest and 
best-located rental in The Villages, 
Florida at ourhome4rent.com/cjp

WAnTED
Looking for a place to rent.  I’m 
Steve, the new Assistant Camp Director and After 
School Assistant Program Director at Camp 
Tannadoonah and new to the area. I’m a respon-
sible, non-smoking, tidy 29-year-old. Since I live 
at Camp during the summer, I could even vacate 
during the prime season. 989-430-8544

SERViCES
I do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy 
at 476-9317

If you are in need of yard work or ani-
mal care this summer call Claire Brovold at 
1(574) 323-3683.

FOunD
Orange Cat.  Avery friendly orange cat has 
been hanging out at camp the past few weeks. 
Seems to be very good at hunting, but loves 
human company too! If you are missing a cat, 
please let us know! Call Amber at 574-315-0227

A paddle boat washed up on our shore 
last Monday. It is tied up to the Williams’s pier on 
the south side. Please come claim it. 

LOST
Blue plastic paddle boat seat 
back. Contact Grundys on East Side if found. 
574-315-0217.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 it’s time to pay your 2018 dues 

Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!



2018 BLYC Officers 
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan 

berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ...................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) ............476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Pat Mcgann Fleet Captain (E) ......574-532-5377

pat@mcgannhay.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER quALiTY COMMiTTEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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